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Beef Project 

As most of you already know, this summer we lost our mom Minnie to cancer. Minnie was diagnosed 

with gall bladder cancer in December of 2017. Gall bladder cancer is rare and aggressive, but doctors 

felt that chemotherapy could help slow down the growth. Minnie soon began treatment and continued 

until July, but unfortunately it did not stop the spread of the disease, and she passed away on July 2nd 

at the age of 64. Below is shared from her obituary. 

“Minnie Elaine Scholze, daughter of Melvin and Helen (Thedin) Murray was born Oct. 17, 1953, in Sid-

ney, Montana. She was raised in Sidney where she graduated from high school in 1971. Following grad-

uation she attended school before moving to Portland, Oregon, where she worked in the office and in 

sales for Market Supply. Minnie was united in marriage to Marvin Scholze on Dec. 3, 1976 in Spokane, WA. The couple lived all 

their married life in Mentor Township, rural Humbird, where they raised their family and owned and operated Scholze Farm. In 

addition to taking care of the paperwork for their dairy operation, she enjoyed tending to her vegetable and flower gardens, feed-

ing and watching the birds and quilting. She loved to travel and for many years Minnie and Marvin spent the winters in McAllen, 

Texas. She had a tremendous faith in her Lord and Savior and was a dedicated wife, mother and grandmother. “ 
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We had a great year gaining some momentum selling our pasture-

raised beef! During the summer we attended 3 farmer’s markets: 

Marshfield, DeForest, and Black River Falls. We met many wonderful 

customers who were happy to find a source of locally-produced beef, 

where they could meet the farmer face-to-face and know that we are 

raising their food with integrity. We continue to sell products online, 

and introduced new products throughout the year. Our beef snack 

sticks have been a big seller, and we were excited to ship them all over 

the country in our holiday gift boxes. Our big project for the fall and 

winter has been converting a corner of a shed into an on-farm store. We recently passed state inspection and will be installing 

more store elements, hoping for an opening date in mid to late January. Follow us on social media to stay updated on more store 

news—opening date and store hours. We will have a full line of our products available at the store and hope to branch out into 

Remembering Minnie 



Dairy Update 

Some of you may know that we’re in the process of changing from Holstein milking cows to Jerseys. The main reason for this switch 

is that the creamery that purchases our milk is looking for higher percentages of butterfat and proteins—components that are 

higher in Jersey milk than Holstein. In mid July of this year, some of our first half-breed cows entered the milking herd; we have 

been very happy with the Jerseys so far. They’re smaller animals than Holsteins and eat about 10 pounds less of food per day, while 

still producing the same amount of fat and protein as a Holstein. 

The tendency towards smaller animals also shows up in our calves—they are overall smaller than Holstein calves, and we get the 

occasional cute brown calf instead of a black animal, so it’s making our calf pens a little more colorful! The smaller calves also need 

to be cared for differently, which has caused us to change some of our feeding operations. This winter we will be working on a pro-

ject to update our calf rearing facilities so we can better care for these little critters. 
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Did you know… 

A cow has a 4-chambered stomach?  

This is what allows them to eat roughage that    

humans can’t digest, and helps them turn it into 

delicious, nutritious milk. 



Cropping Update 

2018 showed us that once again Mother Nature is the boss, not us!  We started out the year fairly cool and wet, but were able to 

get our crops in in a fairly timely matter.  1st crop hay was a bit of challenge dodging rain storms, in fact we pulled an all-nighter to 

beat the rain! 

 

We stayed wet in June, but our crops looked great!  As good looking a crop as we could remember in June, we hurried to get nitro-

gen side dressed on corn before it got too tall.  Then unfortunately the rain stopped.  If i remember right, we only had 1 inch of rain 

from late June through early September.  2nd crop hay was a nice crop that we put up with no issues.  3rd Crop hay we took a 

week early, as the heat had pushed the maturity of the hay a long.  The hay then never really recovered, and we only took a 4th 

cutting on one field.  Corn silage started about the 2nd week of September, and went off with out any problems, other then yields 

being less than we would have liked. 

 

The weather turned damp again, which pushed our bean harvest back.  We ended up getting a good chunk of our dry corn com-

bined, before doing any beans!  That is a first for me!  By the time we got to beans around the middle of October, we had some 

mold issues in the beans.  Not as bad as some, but bad enough.  Soybeans ended up yielding not to bad, maybe slightly below aver-

age.  Lastly we switched back to grain corn and finished that off.  Corn yields were well off of average, but fairly dry, so didn't have 

to spend a lot on drying.  We were glad to be done, as saw many people across the Midwest struggling to get harvest done!  
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Each year Scholze Family Farms awards a $500 scholarship to each of our local school districts. 

The recipient is a senior who plans on attending further education in an agriculture field. 

This year’s winners: Abby Spaulding from the Alma Center-Merrillan-Humbird school district, 

and Jacob Bradley from Osseo-Fairchild. 

Scholarship Winners 

5th Annual  

Land Partner Picnic 

This summer we had another great turnout for our 5th Annual Land Partner 

Picnic. We enjoyed pulled beef and pork, along with sides catered by Pigeon 

Falls Meats, and ice cream for dessert. The weather cooperated and we had a 

perfect day to spend a couple hours on the farm. Thanks to everyone who 

joined us for lunch. 
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2017 Intern 

Keep Cody in Thoughts 

This past March, one of our farm’s young employees, Cody Miller, was a passen-

ger in a very serious rollover accident. Cody’s dad, Delbert Miller, also works at 

the farm. Cody was airlifted to the hospital in Eau Claire, where he spent weeks 

recovering from skull fractures, traumatic brain injury, broken bones, and inter-

nal injuries. Cody was eventually able to leave the hospital, but has been living 

with his parents and hasn’t been able to return to work yet. He still has a long 

battle ahead of him as he continues therapy to regain strength in the right side of 

his body. The stress on his family has been tremendous, and so we ask that you please continue to keep Cody and his family in your 

thoughts and prayers.  

Every year we try to host a college student as an intern here on the farm, and it’s been a 

great experience for both sides. The student gets the opportunity to work on a farm and 

experience  what happens on a dairy, and gives us the opportunity to meet new people in 

the ag industry and get fresh ideas in many aspects of our business. This past summer our 

intern was an ag communications major rather than an animal/dairy science major, which 

gave us a little different perspective. Kassie  Maierhofer is originally from Illinois and attends 

Murray State University in Kentucky. Kassie’s project over the summer was to help polish 

our social media skills so we could do a better job of sharing our farm story with all of you. 

She was an excellent teacher, and we wish Kassie the best of luck as she continues her edu-

cation and looks to a career in the agriculture world. 



 

Keep up with us year around 

Farm: www.facebook.com/

scholzefamilyfarm 

Beef: www.facebook.com/

scholzefamilyfarmsbeef 

Farm: www.scholzefamilyfarms.com 

Beef: www.scholzefamilybeef.com 

Farm: www.twitter.com/theo_farms 

Beef: www.twitter.com/ScholzeFamFarms 

Farm Kids 

Farm: www.instagram.com/scholzefamily 

Beef: www.instagram.com/

scholzefamfarms 
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Congressman Visit 

This summer we were contacted by Congressman Sean Duffy’s 

staff, and asked if we would be willing to host a farmer’s 

roundtable discussion on the farm. Politics aside, it was an in-

teresting opportunity to discuss different concerns in agricul-

ture and dairy with other farmers and Congressman Duffy.  


