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news 
FARM 
This has been a relatively quiet year on the dairy side of our farm.  We 

spent most of the year trying to improve our processes and help our herd 

be the best that it can be.  We did one small project that connected our 
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barns together, which allows our cows to move between barns under cover and keep them from having to walk through the mud. 

There is one major change that we are making within our herd.  In an effort to be more sustainable we 

are changing from a Holstein herd to Jerseys; this will be accomplished through our breeding program by 

breeding our cows to all Jersey bulls.  It takes about 109 Jersey cows to produce the same amount of 

milk components, butterfat and protein, as 100 Holsteins, but with 75-80% of the inputs and 75-80& of 

the manure produced.  Our first 50% Jersey calves started arriving about one month ago, and they sure 

are cute...see the pictures for proof! 

How Our Barn Works 
I’m often asked to explain how our barn works as compared to what is 

thought of as a traditional barn.  We have what is called a freestall barn, 

with a separate building containing a milking parlor. 

To start with, our cows are housed in the freestall portion of the barn.  In this section they have 

individual stalls to lay and rest in.  Ours are filled with sand, others have mattresses, or mats, 

for the cattle to lay on.  They also have access to as much water and feed as they want.  They 

are called freestalls as the cow is free to eat, sleep, and drink at her discretion. The stalls are 

raked and the alleys cleaned three times a day while the cows are being milked.  Fresh sand is 

added once a week to keep the beds fresh and full. 

We have 7 different pens of cows, where the animals are grouped based on their age and preg-

nancy status.  This allows us to feed a more precise mix of feed that is optimized for the cows in 

each group.  The cows are fed twice a day to ensure that they are getting fresh feed to munch 

on. 

Our cows are milked 3 times a  day, so when it is their turn to be milked they are moved into 

the holding, or waiting area. It holds about 100 cows, which 

are then moved into the milking parlor in groups of ten.  

There the cows are cleaned, milked, and observed for health 

concerns.  After each cow has been milked, she is allowed to 

return to her pen and start the eating, drinking, and sleeping 

schedule again. 



 

Scholze Family Farms was proud to award  two scholarships 

to students from local school districts who intend to contin-

ue their education in an agriculture-related field.  From the 

Osseo-Fairchild school district, Colt Carlson was our 2016 

winner.  From Alma Center-Humbird-Merrillan, Bailey Lar-

son was the recipient of the farm-sponsored scholarship.  

Congratulations to this year’s winners! 

 

To contact us directly: 

Will Scholze (cropping/land rental): 

608-772-3659 or willscholze@gmail.com 

Theo Scholze (dairy/beef) 

715-896-3374 or theo.scholze@gmail.com 

Keep up with Scholze 

www.facebook.com/scholzefamilyfarm 

www.scholzefamilyfarms.com 

www.twitter.com/theo_farms 

3rd Annual  

Land Partner Picnic 

Humbird Fun Days 

Thanks again to our group of land partners and neighbors!  

We had our third annual Land Partner Picnic this past sum-

mer and once again had an enjoyable day.  This year we 

served up shredded pork and beef, along with tasty sides 

and ice cream for dessert.  The weather cooperated and we 

had a beautiful, sunny day for an excited group of kids to 

meet some cows and calves on the farm. 

Will passed out fleece jackets to our land partners as anoth-

er small way of saying thanks.  

We appreciate everyone coming, especially those who come 

from farther away.  We’re already looking forward to next 

summer’s event and remind everyone to feel free to invite 

the kids and grandkids to come along.  Thanks again for part-

nering with us! 

This summer we had the opportunity to showcase a couple of 

the farm’s tractors in the Humbird Fun Days parade.  Marv drove 

his Oliver 660, one of the farm’s oldest tractors, and Will drove a 

Fendt 930, one of the newest. 

Unfortunately, the weekend was too rainy 

for the farm-sponsored bounce house to 

be up and used. 

www.instagram.com/scholzefamily/ 

Family Farms year round 

Approximately 40% of the feed we use is a bi-

product of some other process. These (photo on 

left) are the two we use the most of. Top is 

canola meal, a bi-product of processing canola 

(rapeseed) into canola oil. The bottom is corn 

gluten feed, a bi-product of the ethanol manu-

facturing process. We use approximately 1 semi 

load every two weeks of each of these products. 
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Cropping 2016 

crops planted by the end of April, into perfect field conditions.  Then the weather 

turned cool and damp for a couple of weeks, which caused some slow emergence.  

Once we got through that, we had about as nice of a growing season as you can ask 

for in Wisconsin: plenty of rain and heat to move things along. 

We partnered up with Graham Giese from Alma Center to help cut our hay.  You may 

have seen his John Deere tractor with 30-foot disc bines cutting for us.  This is a 

much faster method of cutting than we used to use with our sickle cutters.  It also 

lays the hay out flat instead of in windrows, which allows the hay to dry faster, and 

gets us to chopping faster!  This helped us hit those ultra-small windows we had to 

make hay this summer.  We were able to get all of our hay made without getting 

rained on, which is something we’re proud of considering the weather we had! 

On to corn silage.  We had a big crop of corn silage, but the rain just wouldn’t stop.  

Getting silage put up at the right moisture level is one of the most important things 

in making high quality feed.  Unfortunately, the corn plants were drying down but 

the fields weren't!  It turned into what I think was one of the most frustrating corn 

silage seasons we have ever had.  Our silage trucks just couldn’t drive through the 

mud, so we ended up pulling nearly every truck through the fields with a tractor.  We 

rented a “Safe-T-Pull,” a towing device that mounts on a tractor and allowed us to 

hook up to the trucks without getting out of the cab.   

Things got easier after corn silage.  The weather dried up a bit, and we were able to 

roll through soybeans and grain with no major problems.  We ended up having some 

of the best yields we have ever and on our farm.  We finished up baling some soy-

bean and corn stubble.  Other than the frustration of corn silage, this was probably 

the best season we’ve ever had, for all of the crops we grow. 

Corn Planter Technology 

2016 was once again an interesting 

cropping year.  We got into the fields 

nice and early and had most of our  

to plant straight rows.  There are clutches on each row so individual rows can be switched off if 

overlap occurs. This saves expensive seed and prevents overcrowding of plants.  The planter is also 

equipped with a hydraulic drive system that allows us to change the population (number of seeds 

planted per acre) as we go across the field.  We create zones based on the yield potential of a par-

ticular area.  Generally we will lower the planting population, as well as fertilizer application, in 

areas of the field that don’t perform as well, and increase both in areas with better potential.  This 

allows us to save money on inputs in areas that will never produce well, and apply more in spots that will yield more.  This practice 

also helps prevent nutrients from running off fields. 

The corn planter is also equipped with other sensors, including ones that read down-pressure on the row units.  Down-pressure, 

which controls the depth at which a seed is planted, can also be changed on the go to respond to soil conditions.  In addition, the 

planter counts literally every seed that is dropped, so we can make sure that corn is being planted one at a time and with proper 

spacing.  The hybrid being planted is also recorded in a  GPS file that is transferred to the combine at harvest time, so we can rec-

ord how each hybrid yields.  At the end of the year we analyze how each particular hybrid performed based on the soil, population, 

fertilizer rates, etc, so that we can make adjustments for the next year. 

Corn planting has come a long way since 

the old days!  Our system starts with 

GPS, which controls the planting tractor 



We are excited to announce that beginning around late 

2017/early 2018, we will have beef for sale direct from the 

farm.  As a result of moving our heifers to an offsite grower, 

we will have some extra pasture space on which we plan to raise a few Jersey/Jersey cross steers.  They will be primarily grass fed, 

and grain finished.  There are several advantages to using Jersey steers for beef:  

 1. It is considered to be an excellent tasting beef.   

 2. Smaller than other beef breeds, making the various cuts easier to utilize.  

 3. More consistent marbling than other breeds.   

 4. Increased levels of beta carotene (which causes the fat to have a slightly yellow color). 

We hope to start taking orders this coming summer (2017), so please contact us if you would be interested so we can have the 

correct number of animals in the works.  There will be several options for purchase:   

 1. Entire live animal in which you arrange shipment to processor of your choice.   

 2. Whole or partial carcass (a fully finished Jersey steer will yield  

  approximately 450 lbs of beef; a cross slightly more).   

 3. Subscription service in which you select certain amounts and cuts to be delivered at your convenience.   

We haven’t worked out ordering and pricing specifics at this point, but let us know if you’re interested and we will get in touch!  

Pasture-Raised Beef 

We’ve continued to experiment with cover crops.  We planted a mix of tillage-radish, oats, and 

clover after we harvested winter wheat.  The tillage radish help break up compaction without 

using tillage, as well as capture unused nitrogen in the soil so it doesn’t leach away.  The clover 

captures nitrogen from the air (something corn can’t do) and stores it in it’s roots.  Oats help pre-

vent erosion, scavenge excess nutrients, suppress weeds, and provided organic matter.  Next 

year we will no-till plant corn into this cover crop.  As the cover crop decays through the growing 

season, the nutrients they captured will be released for the corn to take up.  

Cover Cropping 

Farm Kids 
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We’ve kept busy with a toddler who loves to go full-tilt at 

all times.  Last April we celebrated our little guy’s first 

birthday.  We love watching him grow and learn new 

things! Liam loves to spend time at the farm looking at the 

cows, riding in tractors and the Gator, and pretty much 

anything else involving the farm.  We’ve been slowly plugging away on a few other 

projects on our fixer-upper  farmhouse.  Last winter we took a little trip to Florida for 

a farm conference and enjoyed the warmer weather for a few days. 

Another year has gone by again, seems they slip by so 

quickly.  And like any year, there have been joys and 

sorrows but we also see many blessings that we can 

focus on. 

We had our usual winter season in Texas, leaving early 

December of 2015 and returning in March of 2016.  The part of Texas where 

we go is pretty pleasant for the winter season, so if any of you are looking for a 

winter home don’t forget to consider south Texas, or “The Valley” as it’s com-

monly referred to.  Our plan is to be there again this winter. 

We didn’t have any big trips this year but we did enjoy a couple trips to Wyo-

ming to our daughter and family there.  Always a fun time!  On one of them we 

stopped for a bit in the Black Hills and got a ride on a steam train.  That would 

be an experience we’d recommend to anyone, especially 

if you are a train buff! 

We wish you all a safe and happy holiday season and the 

best for 2017! 

This year we have a first grader and a kindergartner in the 

house!  Zoie is in first, and is in the Swim Swarm club and 

4H.  She hopes to show a bunny at the fair next year.  

Owen is our kindergartner and also joined 4H.  Both kids 

still love their cats and chickens, and helping dad on the 

farm. 

Will & Becky 

Marv & Minnie 

5 

Theo & Sarah 
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Our sincere thanks to all of our  

 employees and their families. 

Ernesto Cabrera 

Virgilio Cervantes 

Socorro Colohua 

Armondo Garcia 

Roberto Lopez-Romero 

Maria Lopez-Romero 

Delbert Miller 

Dave Nelson 

Catalina Salas-Romero 

Reyes Sanchez 

Jean Sylla 

Nabor Tentzohua Sanchez 

Dave Theiler 


