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news 
FARM 

In dairy news, it has been a year of improvement and 

change.  In late February we completed and moved into 

our new dry cow barn.  This has led to major improve-

ments in the health and comfort of our dry cows.  They 

now have a clean, dry, climate-controlled atmosphere in 

which to eat, drink, and sleep.  It has also made our job 

easier as it has limited the number of times that we need 

to load cattle and haul them in a trailer.  Now we can just chase them through the 

pens to their new home.   

The other milestone that we hit this year is reaching 500 milking cows.  Our barns 

are now completely full and we will now be able to produce over 17 million pounds 

of wholesome milk each year!  In 2015 we are on track to have shipped just over 

15 million pounds.  Since our milk is predominantly used to produce mozzarella 

cheese which is in turn used for pizzas, I figured that we produced enough cheese 

for approximately 3,538,046 12-inch pizzas this year! 

Scholze Family Farms, 2015 

Dairy Update 

Cows moved into new dry cow barn 

 
Cow Stats:  On average, we produce 

94 lbs of milk per day which is 
3.6% fat and 3.3% protein 

We eat about 130 lbs of food 

and drink about  

40 gallons of water 

Owen and friends 

Have you hugged a cow today? 



Triplets! 
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Farm From 
Above 

This year on the farm we had a 

very rare occurrence when an old-

er cow delivered live, healthy tri-

plets.  Depending on who you ask, 

odds are somewhere around 1 in 

105,000.  This is the first set of 

triplets Marv has ever seen in 40+ 

years of farming.  Mom and ba-

bies are all doing well! 

Scholze Family Farms was proud to award  two 

scholarships to students from local school dis-

tricts who intend to continue their education in 

an agriculture-related field.  From the Osseo-

Fairchild school district, Nicole Pralle was our 

2015 winner.  From Alma Center-Humbird-

Merrillan, Tyler Huber was the recipient of the 

farm-sponsored scholarship.  Congratulations to 

this year’s winners! 

Scholarship Winners 

 

This fall we had the 

chance to get some great 

aerial pictures of the 

farm.  These were taken 

by a drone, which are 

being used more and 

more for crop scouting 

and other ag-related 

purposes.  These pic-

tures were taken by Kris 

Lien of Lien Farms in Al-

ma Center.  In the fore-

ground is the partially 

completed corn silage 

pile with all 4 packing 

tractors at work. 

Keep up with Scholze Family Farms year round! 
To contact us directly: 

Will Scholze (cropping/land rental): 

608-772-3659 or willscholze@gmail.com 

Theo Scholze (dairy) 

715-896-3374 or theo.scholze@gmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook for photos, news, and everyday 

happenings around the farm. 

Check out our website,  

ScholzeFamilyFarms.com 
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Cropping 2015 
We had a great spring this year.  Planting went nearly seamlessly, and we 

had the majority of our crops planted in the last week of April.  We had a 

great season for making hay, and got all our haylage made without 

getting rained on.  All in all, most of our crops did well.  Our wheat and 

soybean yields were probably our best ever.  Corn and silage were just a 

little bit above average.  Fall harvest went extremely smoothly as well, 

dry with almost no problems. Planting soybeans 

Combining wheat 

New vertical tillage tool 

 
Conservation Efforts 

We’ve been trying a few new things to address soil erosion, which is a 

serious concern for farmers.  We purchased  a new “vertical tillage” 

tool this past year.  With vertical tillage, the soil is worked but leaves 

behind a firm bed as well as leaving behind as much of the residue 

from the last year as possible on the surface.  We have also been 

planting more cover crops, and fall-seeded crops like winter wheat 

and triticale.  The idea is to hold the soil in place in spite of heavy 

rains on some of the steep hills we farm. 

We use a lot of technology on the farm.  Many of our tractors are 

equipped with GPS for steering, as well as collecting and logging data 

as we farm.  One of the most important pieces of technology is the 

computer in the combine that allows us to measure yields as we go.  

Using this we are able to generate yield maps, showing us which areas 

of the field are more or less productive.  With this 

information we can identify areas that need more 

attention, and adjust seed and fertilizer rates.  

Our goal is to maximize each square foot of the 

field. 

Yield map of fields around the farm 

Moving fast with a new merger 



4 

SFF in the Community  

 2nd Annual Land  
Partner Picnic 

During the past year, we have had some great opportuni-

ties to be more involved in the community.   

In August we had the chance to sponsor a bounce house 

during Humbird Fun Days.   

This fall we sponsored a gun raffle for the North Branch 

Rod and Gun Club and provided some equipment for the 

building of their club house. 

In the interest of community entertainment, this fall a 

few calves decided to take a stroll ahead of the school 

bus for a Humbird-style traffic jam! 

This June we held our 2nd Annual Land Partner picnic at 

the farm.  We had a great turnout again this year and 

enjoyed another delicious meal of smoked pork and 

beef cooked by Chef Juan.  The weather was a little cool 

and drizzly but it cleared off enough after lunch to do a 

walk around the farm.   Thanks to everyone who took 

the time to come spend the day on the farm.  We look 

forward to seeing you again next year!    

If you’re a land partner but weren’t able to make 

it to the picnic, get in touch with Will—he still has 

free Land Partner sweatshirts to give out! 

Meet Our Intern 
The last couple years we have hosted interns on the 

farm in an effort to reach out to young people who 

have an interest in agricultural fields.   

This fall, Herring 

Mosely joined us 

from Mississippi 

State University.  

Her primary project 

was to help us up-

date and formalize 

our training pro-

grams and SOPs; 

however, along the 

way she has helped 

with various other 

chores.   

She also had the opportunity to ride along with our 

veterinarian and nutritionist to get a better feel for 

other fields in the dairy industry.  If you know of a 

student looking for farm experience, feel free to con-

tact us to see if it would be a possibility to work with 

us! 

Herring Mosely, SFF intern 



Family Happenings 
We had a few changes in our lives this 

year—in April we welcomed a little boy, 

Liam Noah.  He surprised us by coming a 

couple weeks early on April 1st.  We’re 

adjusting to life as a family of 3, and sur-

viving on a lot less sleep!  Last winter we 

bought an old farmhouse near the farm 

and are nearing the end of a complete 

remodel.  We still have some projects left 

that should keep us occupied for a few 

years! 

2015 was like many years...busy!  The first weeks we spent at our winter home in southern Texas.  Two days after re-

turning to Wisconsin we welcomed our 6th grandchild when Will and Becky’s little Liam put in his appearance!  The 

next experience for us was preparing to move out of the farm house to a 

house a little less than a mile from there.  It has been somewhat of a 

bittersweet experience since the farm house has been our home for all of 

our married life and Marv had lived there since he was 2.  We have made 

the transition and are happy in our new home. 

This summer it was special to have  2 week trip to Alaska.  Alaska is a very 

interesting state and if you enjoy travelling we highly recommend a trip 

there.  Now at the close of 2015 we are again at our winter home in Texas.   

Will & Becky 

Theo & Sarah 

Marv & Minnie 

We now have two school kids in the house.  

Owen started 4-year-old kindergarten this 

year and goes to school two days a week.  

Zoie started kindergarten this year.  Both 

kids love the farm; Zoie likes to learn to 

drive all the farm equipment and Owen 

wants to spend all his spare time “helping” his dad!  The 

new addition to our family is a kitten named Twinkle. 
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Liam Noah Scholze, born April 1, 2015 

6 months old! 

Twinkle the cat 




